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I'T’S TIME TO CELEBRATE!

A Reflection of Lives Lived and a
Celebration of Community Living

Community Living Brant will be celebrating with our provincial members
and people receiving services the closure of institutions within this
province. March 315 of this year is a historic moment marking the
closure of the last institution and celebrating the return of all people to
their community. To celebrate, Community Living Ontario and its
member agencies are planning a variety of events the week of March
30th - April 3rd. In Brantford, we will be hosting a dance on the evening
of March 31st at the Brant Park Inn. Prior to the dance, there will be a
candle light ceremony with those people who have returned to this
community from institutions to recognize and honour their lives.

April1'wi I | be —Communi ty
in Toronto. Madeleine Meilleur, Minister of Community and Social Ser-
vices, will announce that institutions are closed and recognize Com-
munity Living agencies. We anticipate that there are some people who
we provide services
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There will also be an MPP acknowledgement on Friday, April 3rd.
Community Living Ontario is sending plaques to local associations to
present to their MPP to recognize the decision and commitment of
successive Ontario governments to close institutions and support
Community Living alternatives for people who have an intellectual
disability. Community Living Brant has made arrangements for a
presentation to our local MPP Dave Levac on that day.
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Registered Disability Savings Plan

How to Open a Registered Disability Savings Plan for your
Adult Family Member with a Disabilit

Many people who have a disability will be able What are the concerns about applying for
to open their own RDSP, even if the contributions  guardianship just to open an RDSP?

come from family members. However, some
people will require assistance opening and
administering an RDSP.

A Sometimes parents and other family
members are pressured to apply for
guardianship because they

A person can open an RDSP on behalf of an needed health care or financial and

adult beneficiary (the person with a disability) if personal care decisions made.

they are a —qualifying peA sCGuartlianshipratreyves sormme or &leldaisiora |

l ncome Tax Act, a qual ifyi nngakipoighdsdrom a erserand

guardian, tutor, curator or other individual who is authorizes another person or agency to

legally authorized to act on behalf of the make these decisions on behalf of that
beneficiary, or.. a public deepart ment, agency or
institution that is legally authorized to act on A Removing a persmaking deci s

behal f of the benefici ary. lrightsdiminishesthe legalstatusofa
person, and contributes to the perception
that they are incapable of making
decisions in any part of their life.

The Canadian Association for Community
Living and PLAN believe that people
shouldn‘t have come under
The purpose of this information is to address the just to open an RDSP.

concerns raised by family members and provide

clear information about how a family member

can open and manage an RDSP for their adult

family member with a disability.

Some parents and other family members are
concerned that this means they have to become
the legal guardian, or substitute decision maker,
in order to open an RDSP for their adult family
member with a disability.

Do | have to be a legal guardian of my family member with a disability in order to become
a oqualifying person6 and open an RDSP?

Not necessarilyé

-Under statutory, common and civil law in Canada, and under the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, all individuals are presumed to be legally competent,
regardless of disability.

-The Income Tax Act does not require that an eligible adult with a disability be declared legally
i ncompetent in order for a —qualifying personl to opr
Continued...
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Registered Disability Savings Plan Continued

Are there ways | can open and manage an
RDSP for my family member, other than by
becoming a guardian?

Yes é

There are a number of ways, other than being
a legally appointed guardian or substitution

deci sion maker, for you

For more information on the RDSP and how
to apply visit www.rdsp.com

If you are having difficulty in opening an
RDSP contact Orville Endicott at

Community Living Ontario 416-447-4348 or
orville@communitylivingontario.ca

tere R & listot Fdn@ibil Indtitutions who have

authorizedl to represent @ad &Ly e Pelidid Gdverfient

a person in opening an RDSP, including:

A

Your family member could appoint you to
act on their behalf by making you a Power
of Attorney for financial affairs/property.

Your family member can authorize you
under the Income Tax Act to be your
_Representative’ for
This may be sufficient fo demonstrate your
eligibility as a legal representative. If you
have not already done so, you will need
to fill out form T1013 available from the
Canada Revenue Agency. (To download
a copy of this form visit:
http://www.craarc.gc.ca/E/pbg/tf/f1013/
README.html)

If your family member with a disability is in
receipt of social assistance, you may al-
ready be authorized as a tfrustee of his or
her benefits. This may qualify you to open
an RDSP on behalf of your family member.

CACL and PLAN are working collaboratively
to develop and promote solutions that will
simplify this process for families. Additional
information will be shared as it becomes
available.

to issue the plan to Canadians:

RDSPs on February 16th, 2009 to
Canadians from across the country.
People wanting to open an RDSP with
RBC are advised to call 180046323863 to

get more information and book an

i nc odﬂﬂﬁom'frr?em wmwaoh kB%rAalwsor To

vi ew RBC* s

http://www.rbc.com/

press

newsroom/2009/0209zlan.himl

A Royal Bank of Canada began offering

rel ease

Bank of Montreal (BMO Financial Group)
began offering the Registered Disability
Savings Plans on December 22, 2008.

Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
(CIBC) began offering RDSPs to
Canadians on February 24th, 2009.

Whi | e

wanted to ensure you received this
information.

t his

Information obtained from Plan Network website at:
http://www.rdsp.com/documents/RDSP_Financial Institutions.pdf
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Information Bulletin

Final Proposed Accessible Transportation Standard

Tne final proposed Accessible Transportation Standard, as part of the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005, has now been posted on the Ministry of Community and
Soci al Services' website.

The initial proposed standard for accessible transportation was developed by an external
Transportation Standards Development Committee (SDC). This external committee
included representatives from the disability community as well as the public and private
sectors. The final proposed standard has now been submitted to the Minister of Community
and Social Services for consideration.

Those interested in reading h

t SDC*s final propose:
the Ministry of Community and

e
Soci al Services' websi

http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/mcss/english/pillars/accessibilityOntario/accesson/business/
transportation/index

i

) — — —
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Parents Group Update

The Parents Group hosted a successful evening presentation on February 5t on Wills, Estates and
Henson Trusts. Over 40 people were present to hear local lawyer, Mr. Ted Pease, speak on this
topic. Mr. Pease is a Law Society of Upper Canada Certified Specialist in Estates and Trusts Law.

In his presentation, Mr. Pease provided additional information on the pros/cons of the new
Registered Disability Savings Plan versus a Henson Trust. A copy of the presentation can be found
on Mr. Pease‘s firm's websi thép:#/mwwoncioptoshtodaee.cobm/ | ow|i ng
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http://www1.lsuc.on.ca/specialist/jsp/namelist1.jsp?code=EST&region=%20/
http://www.mcintosh-pease.com/clientresources/index.php#articles
http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/mcss/english/pillars/accessibilityOntario/accesson/business/transportation/index
http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/mcss/english/pillars/accessibilityOntario/accesson/business/transportation/index

W. Leo McMahon Annual Scholarship

P W W N> W P N> N> N> W

A Community Living Brant is pleased to announce the availability of a $1,000 Scholarship to
be awarded to a student who is pursuing an area of study that would benefit
individuals supported by the agency or similar community service.

A Eligibility is limited to students graduating from a Brant County Secondary School and re-
ceiving admission to one of the following areas of study: Developmental Service Worker,
Social Service Worker, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, or Social Science.

A This award is funded through funds raised at the
Tournament.

A The deadline for applications is 4:00 p.m. May 29, 2009. Applications are available at all
high schools, on our website www.clbrant.com, or at Head Office at 366 Dalhousie Street.

Information Bits

COMMUNITY LIVING BRANT WEBSITE y’ "
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Be on the look out for our new and improved website!
We are in the process of revamping our website to be more interactive and contain
up to date news and stories that are important to people connected to Community

Living Brant.
www.clbrant.com

Community Living Brantds Annua Ge

Mark your calendar — Thursday, June 25" at 7 p.m.
German Canadian Association of Brantford Hall
194 Henry Street
For further information contact Wendy Matthews at 519-756-2662 ext. 210
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Community Living Brant Volunteets

National Volunteer Week-April 1971 25, 2009

Volunteer Opportunities:

Community Living Brant welcomes volunteers! Your skills and interests can be used to help enrich the
lives of those who are participating in our services or to provide administrative assistance.

Volunteers can:

[l Provide one-to-one support and friendship

0 Assist with recreational activities

[l Help with special events

0 Serve on committees or the Board of Directors

If you are interested and for further information please contact:
Stephanie Bennett at 519-756-2662 ext. 222

Special Recognition

Community Living Brant would like fo acknowledge the following people for their 7 volunteers.
dedication and commitment to our Ag'n(cof:ﬁm??ssior\
Your efforts truly change peopl es” I action.

éeééé. We say THANK YOU for everythi

TELFER PLACE
d RuthBalld Audrey Beaudetted JoanBensend Linda Charlfond  Lois Lisk

Accommodations
d Tina Maloned Linda Smith

CAP
d Chloe Zaluskid Leona Stratford

Coming Events

Circle of Friends Golf Tournament WATCH FOR THESE UP COMING i
FUNDRAISING EVENTS!! Blues on 1.he EOSTS|de
VE N
R We will not be hosting our >
annual 3 on 3 Street Ball
Thursday, August 20th, 2009 Tournament this year. It has
. Date: TBA
For further information or if you would We have replaced this Location: JackHammers Night
like to enter a team or sponsor this fundrois'er with 'CF Community Club
event, please visit our website at: Curl. This event will have taken 155 Lynden Rd., Unit 6, Brantford,
www.clbrant.com place Saturday. March 28th. www.bluesontheeastside.com
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Events Happening in May

Help us kick off Community Living Month by supporting our
BOX LUNCH EVENT

Friday May 1st, 2009

UN|QUELY$¢ANAD|AN!

See flyer attachment for more

information and to place your order!!

Place your order today and support the Lylla Cox Opportunity Fund.
N D I(‘I Y y PP y PP y

Third Annual Flag Raising Ceremony

i =

To celebrate Community Living Month, come join us for the 3rd annual Flag
Raising ceremony at City Hall on May 4th at 11:30 am.

Mayor Hancock wil!/ read the Proclamati on
Corporation of the City of Brantford proclaim the month of May as COMMUNITY
LI VI NG MONTH in the City of Brantford./

Community Living flag.

Th

i s

Community Living Day
With the Blue Jays

Toronto Blue Jays vs. Chicago White Sox

Date: Sunday, May 17, 2009
Time: 1:07 p.m.
Location: Rogers Centre, Toronto
Price: $26 a ticket
$36 includes ticket and bus ride.

For every ticket sold the Blue Jays will
Contribute $3.00 to Community Living

To Buy Tickets: contact Kim Walsh at
519-756-2662 ext. 213

Brant

Business After Hours

Chamber 4]/.(.'nlnnn'rrr
@ BRANTFORD e BRANT

Opening Doors to Business Success

Refreshments will be served!

Community Living Brant will be hosting a Business

After Hours event
Tuesday, May 12th from 5-7 p.m.

Come join Community Living Brant as we welcome

Chamber Members for a meet and greet

networking evening at our Dunn Building location.
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Focus on Associate Families

Community Living Brant hosted their annual Associate Family Appreciation Dinner
at the Best Western Brant Park Inn on Thursday, March 12, 2009.

Prior to the event, the Home sharers prepared for the eve-
ning by crafting the centerpieces for the tables and thank
you cards, wrapping gifts and writing and practicing

speeches.

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to all our
Associate Families for their continued support throughout this

past year:

Joyce and Sandy Mick
LeaAnn Boswell

Dianne Brown

Carole and Brad Holmes
Claudette Peever

Joan and Walter Tracey
Kim and Mark Mascarin
Diana and Murray Bartlett
Dawn and Christopher Nunn
Kathy Deane

I 0 T v B D D D
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with them soon:

A Lorrie and Don Brown
A

Lily and Samuel Estoesta

For more information on how you can share your
home please contact:

Linda Hughes
Phone: 519-753-6303 ext. 203
Or visit our website: www.clbrant.com

We would also like to welcome our newest families
and look forward to having Home sharers placed
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Staff Appreciation

Marylou Chatland, Board
President; Bill Sarkadi 35
Year Award recipient and
Janet Reansbury, Executive
Director CLBrant.

Marylou Chatland, Board
President; Janet
Reansbury, Executive
Director CL Brant and
Linda Hughes 30 Year
service award recipient.

Our annual Staff Appreciation event took place on Sunday, March
Par k
t he |Itthhea tAr My g rtlmberqetivé o

l1st, at
perfor med

t he

by

Brant
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parficipation by those in attendance was thoroughly enjoyed.
Participants enjoyed a wonderful buffet. Staff recipients received their
service award from Members of our Board of Directors.

We honored 35 year employee, Bill Sarkadi—our first employee to
reach this milestone, and 30 years for Supervisor, Linda Hughes.

35 Years
Bill Sarkadi

30 Years
Linda Hughes

25 Years
Judy Newell
David Cormier

20 Years

Brenda Beauregard

Dawn Birkett
Elizabeth Caro
Carolyn Cole
Kelly Cole
Linda Francis
Greg Givens
John Jull
Susan Markell
James Place

Janet Reansbury

Ann Smiley
James Wolfe
Barbara Wood

15 Years

Doreen Duncan

Sallyann Harris
Laura Zimmer

10 Years

Wendy Allan
Allison Campbell
Tammi Griffith
Tim Laughlin
Peggy Miller

5 Years

Joyce Braun
Melissa Marsh
Martin Chapple
Kirk McCarthy
Tammy Douglas
Melissa Robbins
Laurie -Lynn Earl
Amanda Stamper
Tara Gurney
Julia Wheeler

Danielle Woodcock

Allan Locey

year
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Ontario Early Years Centre: Brant

Thank Youl!

The members and staff of the Ontario Early Years Centre: Brant wish to send their appreciation to the
estate of Ralph Swanson, whose generosity provided funds to add a variety of resources in support of
children with special needs.

The OEYC: Brant Resource Library has numerous services that are offered to our members and families who
access the centre. OEYC: Brant Resource Library Members can borrow educational toys, adult resources,
literacy kits, music activities, small group learning kits and inclusive materials. We also have computer
Supports, which include the Board maker programs. Because of this wonderful donation, we were able to
purchase newer versions of the program, a community computer, additional sign language programs and
additional inclusive software, which will all be of enormous support to those working with children in inclu-
sive programs who have special needs. On behalf of all of the members and staff of the OEYC: Brant, our
heartfelt thanks to the Swanson family for their kind support.

& BARB MAKES IT TO JAMAICA &=

On January 20, 2009, Barb Sales, flew to The food was excellent and each

Runaway Bay, night, the resort

Jamaica for a one-week featured a different theme of food,

vacation. The weather was great from Italian to Jamaican to American
throughout the week and so the maijority to Seafood. Barb said,
of the time was spent swimming in the greatest trip she ever |
pool and ocean, and cooling off with a wait to go back to Jamai
drink. A few day trips were taken where the end of our trip, Barb

Barb toured the Appleton Rum Factory, arrived home with a great tan, a love

took a safari boat tour on the Black River, for Pina Coladas, and a  desire to go

and went shopping in Ocho, Rios. back to Jamaica again.

/7
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Some Fun in the Sun Continued

Al and his friend Val recently experienced the trip of a lifetime. In January, they
travelled to Walt Disney World in Florida for six days.
It was the first time Al had been on a plane and he was certainly more relaxed than his
company.
Al arrived in Orlando, Florida, under the cloudy skies with a temperature of 16 degrees
Celsius - much warmer than here.
Unfortunately , they left the nice weather behind and landed at the Hamilton airport in a
snowstorm. Now, | ooking back at pictures from Al
picture is worth a thousand wordsl

Al bumped into the Disney character

Valis enjoying a greeting from Mickey Goofy, during his trip to Disney World

Mouse during her visit to Disney World.

A Dream Come True

The freezing January winter couldn't have been
World!

Mickey Mouse and all his friends welcomed us with open arms and beautiful spring
weather. On her trip of a lifetime, Val enjoyed so much of what Disney had to offer - the
rides, the shows, Cirque du Soleil, and the wonderful food and atmosphere!

The best part had to be meeting all the characters. Disney really is a magical place!

2,
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Presentations in the Community

OMaking My Dreams a Real.
at the
Working Together Symposium 2009

: Michelle Horsley and Dave Hutcheon recently attended the Working
Together Symposium and were asked to help by sharing their story as
part of the —Making My Dreams at Re al

== sium. The workshop presentation was to address the issues that young -
adults face leaving school for his/her education or work. The goal was to engage
people in their life plans by identifying their goals and developing a plan to accomplish them.

Both Michelle and Dave gave a very powerful message. When they look in a mirror, they should
know that the person they are looking at is a responsible adult worthy of respect. During the
presentation they discussed the struggles they faced with the desire to be out of the parental
home, finding a job, and making new friends. The concern that every parent expresses about
their child is the need to protect and keep them safe.

Both Michelle and Dave told of the mistakes and successes they made as they journeyed to
adulthood. Both learned from their experiences and both appreciated the support that was
provided through Community Living Brant.

Dave mentioned that the more people try to help him the more confused he gets and the less
confident he feels. This should be a lesson to us all that we have all learned from our mistakes
and decisions.

Congratulations to both Michelle and Dave for a job well done.

In Memoriam

Stephen Murray Fleet W
W November 19, 1960 ‘%
To
January 9, 2009

EAD OFFI(

Stephen was taken from us suddenly, but he will be with us forever. Stephen was the best friend of Stacey
Bruner and on the top of the social list with so many people. Stephen was living at Park View Terrace and
enjoyed spending time with all his friends there. He was also a helping hand at various jobs. Stephen loved
sports and was a wealth of information on daily sports and current events. He also loved to play bowling
on the Special Olympic Team on Tuesday nights. Stephen will be sadly missed by all his family and friends.

Submitted by Stacey Bruner
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