
One of the newest members of 

the Brantford & Area Sports 

Hall of Recognition is Jason 

Richardson. On Thursday, 

June 18, 2009, Jason attended 

the induction ceremony at the 

Best Western Brant Park Inn 

for his accomplishments as a  

weightlifter through Special 

Olympics. In 2007, Jason, who 

was injured at the time,  

competed in the 2007 Special 

Olympics World Summer 

Games in Shanghai China 

where he won gold and two 

silver medals. His lower back  

injury was not going to get in 

the way of his determination to 

succeed. Jason won the gold 

medal for lifting 330 pounds in 

the bench press. It was the 

dead lift competition where his 

determination to win came into 

play. Despite excruciating pain 

in his back, Jason managed to 

make a clean lift of 540 

pounds to win a silver medal. 

He also won a silver medal for 

his combined total for the two 

lifts. For his efforts, he was 

named the 2007 Special  

Olympics ñMale Athlete of the 

Yearò for both Ontario and  

Canada. When interviewed by 

the Brantford Expositor, Jason 

said he knew he was going to be 

in  tremendous pain when he 

attempted the dead lift but he 

decided he wasnôt going to let 

that prevent him from trying to 

reach his goal. He said ñYouôve 

got to dig down deep. It was will 

power, representing your  

country, the last hurrah and one 

big straight pull.ò  Even though  

Jason has retired from the  

competitive world of weightlifting, 

he now serves in the role of a 

Coach for Special Olympics.  

Jason went on to say that ñAs 

much as thereôs good things, 

thereôs bad things like my injury 

and having to leave a sport that I 

love. Even though Iôm a coach, I 

miss it. My back says no, no, no 

but my heart says yes, yes, yes.  

 

Well Jason, all we 

can say at  

Community Living 

Brant is a Yes, 

Yes, Yes to you on becoming a 

member of the Brantford and Area 

Sports Hall of Recognition!! 
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On Saturday June 28th Earl had a big celebration at the Dunn for his 65th 

Birthday.  Many members of Earlôs family came to share in his special day, 

with a big surprise at the end of his Open House. Earlôs new baby great niece 

Charlotte came with his niece and nephew!  Earl was very happy and lit up 

the room with his big smile for the whole afternoon. Earl was excited to see 

lots of people that have known him over the years; especially a driver from 

Brantford Transit that Earl would ride around the city with.  This was one of 

Earlôs favorite memories of the party, along 

with all the goodies and chocolate cake! 

 

After the party at the Dunn, Earlôs friends, Associate Family and extended family 

joined him at Kingôs Buffet for a Birthday supper.  Earl was proud to be the King for 

the evening getting the traditional Kingôs Buffet hat and having Happy Birthday sang 

to him by the wait staff.     

 

Earl would like to thank everyone for helping make his day a memorable one for him. 
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Earl Hazlettôs 65th Party 

A group of us headed off to Kingston 
for the Community Living Ontario 
Conference from June 3-5, 2009.   
We all went to take part in the  
sessions but some of us were there to 
work.  Gary Kusch, Diane Jones, and 
Debbie Cavers were giving a  
presentation at the conference.   
The groupôs presentation was called 
ñInspiring Your Voices to Make 
Changeò.  About 50 people attended 
our session and lots of people asked 
for copies of our materials.  We talked 
about how to give people who receive 
services a voice in hiring procedures.  
Also, we talked about how as a  
self-advocateôs group you can go 
about changing your agencyôs  
complaint policy and procedures. We 
hoped we inspired a lot of people to 
go back and make changes in their 
community. 
 

We had a good time in Kingston.  The 
group stayed at the Ambassador  
Hotel which we loved.  It was nice and 
quiet.  We had a chance to hit the 
pool and hot tub which was fun.  On 
the Thursday night we attended the 
gala celebration at Fort Henry which 
was awesome. We had good dinner 

Self -Advocates Present  
at 

Community Living Ontario Conference  

served in a tent outside. There was a 
bagpiper there playing music. After 
dinner there was a dance which Sherry 
loved but Gary was ready to go home.  
Sherry convinced him to stay and at 
the end of the evening everyone  
enjoyed the fireworks. We went to 
many different sessions at the  
conference. We learned a lot of  
interesting things and we brought 
many great ideas back to our REACH 
Out Committee.  Some of us had the 
chance to see some of the films from 
the Sprout Film Festival. On opening 
night we heard a really good mother 
and daughter duo sing for us.  What 
was cool about them is that the  
daughter has autism. On the last day 
of the conference, they showed the 
Freedom Tour movie.  This movie was 
done by People First Canada to raise 
awareness to the fact that many  
people who have an intellectual  
disability still live in institutions across  

Everyone at the conference though was 
celebrating the closure of Ontarioôs  
institutions. We met lots of new friends 
and hope to see them again soon.  It 
was an experience of a life time!  
 
We wanted to say a big thank you to 
Denise Tanguay for taking us to the 
conference.  She helped us go to  
sessions, was our cheerleader at our 
presentation and took pictures of  
everything we did.  Everywhere we went 
all we heard was the ñclick, click, clickò 
of Deniseôs camera.  She did  
everything!  Attending conferences in 
the future wonôt be the same without 
you. Thank you Denise for helping us 
and we will all miss you. 
 
Gary and Sherry Kusch 
Bruce and Diane Jones 



chance to mingle with the other 

golfers and try our hand at the  

putting contest. While talking with the other teams 

we realized our score was better than some of 

theirs. Gary very proudly pointed out to them that 

some members of our team were just learning to 

play the game. It was an awesome experience, a 

memorable day and our team is already planning 

another day of golf. 

 

Thank you to everyone that helped us make this 

day a success. Marty Chapple for generously  

loaning us some equipment; Michelle Job for  

being our caddy, cheerleader and photographer; 

and, especially Glenda Minard, you made this  

experience possible for all of us. 

 

Scott Gowing, Gary Cutler,  

Jason Richardson,  

Steve Csordas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 5, 2009 

the Agnes Hodge 

elementary 

school hosted a  

fundraising golf 

tournament in  

support of the 

Brant County 

SPCA. Through 

the generous sponsorship of Glenda Minard the four 

of us had the opportunity to compete in our first golf 

tournament. 

Our team members were Scott Gowing, Steve  

Csordas and first time golfers Gary Cutler and Jason 

Richardson. Due to quick notice and last minute 

scrambling to form a team we were only able to fit in 

one afternoon practice session at the driving range. 

However, our attitude was to have fun and enjoy the 

experience of a tournament. We didnôt foresee any 

Tiger Woods among our group.  

 

The tournament was held at Fescueôs Edge golf 

course and our foursome was second to tee off. Scott 

led the team with an outstanding round of golf. Jason 

and Gary gained confidence with every shot and 

Steve rounded out the teamwork with assisting with 

mechanics and club selection. We were very pleased 

to finish our first tournament with a respectable two 

over par. 

 

During the great meal that was provided we had a 
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What a Team!!  
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