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At a recent Partnership Table, the Ministry provided an update on the transformation process.
Here are some highlights:

A The Ministry has undertaken a review of the previncA

wide access centers that were designed to coording
requests for services. The Ministry is in the process A
completing a draft of a new model for access cente
will soon be ready to share. The new draft will look
evolving the existing models rather than creating a
one. Consideration is being given on how to implen
shared standards that will guide the operation of the A
various access models across the province.

Over the past year, the Ministry has been working t
design and pilot a new application tool for services.
tool, modeled on the Support Intensity Scale develc
by the American Association for Developmental anc
Intellectual Disability, is in the final phase of testing. A
Ministry says that the aim is an application process
measures what an individual really needs with resp
supports and can be tied to a funding model. The
Ministry does not expect to have a clear outline of &
funding model prepared for at least a year.

A

The Ministry is working on a new provincial tool to
measure whether or not service providers are in
compliance with existing legislation in the delivery ¢
services. At present there are various regional tools
throughout the province and therefore different
expectations region by region. The new compliance
will apply to any residential setting in which two or r
people are supported.

The Ministry also conducted a survey of service prc
to determine readiness to adapt to changes that are A
expecteds a result of Transformation.
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TheMinistry is also conducting a review of various individual
planning processes that exist throughout the province.

The recent round of Passport funding has now been
distributed. The Ministry is currently reviewing the Passport
program. A report on the first part of that review is expected
by August.

Guidelines for the Adult Protective Service Workers

(APSW) Program have been revised and will soon be
circulated as part of a consultation process. The new
guidelines will focus on AP
supporting individuals who are not aligned with other ser-
vices and are at rise of of

The Ministry continues to encourage the movement of
services towards accreditation but does not yet have plans in
place to make accreditation mandatory.

With the passage in December of the Registered Disability
Support Program (RDSP), the provincial government is now
considering the implication of the program on services and
supports delivered by the province and whether the new
program will have an effect on the supports people receive,
(e.g. will the province claw back provincial benefits). Ontario
is currently reviewing the implication of the RDSP and has
not made a final determination. According to the Ministry,
the province is supportive of the new program and will
consider issues of equity in how it might be applied here in
Ontario. The province is looking at the impact the RDSP

will have on existing trusts and other programs.

The Ministry is considering new legislation to replace the
Developmental Services Act and to give legislative authority
to the government to implement the various elements of

Transformation.
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Jason Richardson and Betty Farr Bring Home

The Gold

Jason Richardson (JR) and Betty Farr

helped represent Canada in the Special

Olympics World Summer Games

October 2 to 11, 2007. Betty brought

home a gold medal in Powerlifting

Bench Press, and 3 silver medals in

Squat, Combined and Deadlift. JR

brought home a gold medal in Power-

lifting Bench Press, and 2 silver medals

g in Deadlift and Combined. Betty lifted a

maximum of 320 Ibs. and JR lifted a

maximum of 540 Ibs. JR commented in

an interview with Betty, ATher ebs a
people who say that Special Olympics

arenodot the real thing; but | donot
|l ot of people who can Iift what we

The games were held in Shanghai, the Peopl ebs Re|
the games were held in Asia, and only the second time they were held outside the United States.

After five years of preparation, Shanghai presented the world with what many said was the greatest

Special Olympics, and provided people with intellectual disabilities an arena to display their abilities

and talents. The World Games are a pivotal part of the sport fabric for Special Olympic athletes.

Special Olympics Team Canada consisted of 83 athletes from across Canada competing in a variety

of games.

JR commented, #fAlt was a great feeling to represe
competition. There was a | ot of really good athl
AWebve never been pushed Iike this before. o

They both have been preparing for this opportunity for many years. Betty has been powerlifting for 6
years and has been involved in Special Olympics for 26 years. JR has been powerlifting for 12 years

and involved in Special Olympics for 15 years. TI
get the first | ift out of the way, the rest are
everything outo at the gym so she is ready for c¢
trip of a |ifetimed and an opportunity to meet p
there, we have all these memories, and we have t|

Betty and JR would like to thank their coaches, Jeff, Bob and especially Doug for all their hard work
and dedication.
Written by Alexis Buettgen, Support Worker
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